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7& “Grandpa, what is that sound?”

ﬁ “Those are wooden clappers.
They imitate the pitter-patter of
the rain. Listen carefully and
you’ll hear all different kinds of
hugqin, too. The clappers make it
sound like there are thousands of
little raindrops flying toward us!”

ﬂ In Jiang Nan, you can hear a bawu!
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Yamudi

7 “Hey—is that a duck?...how come I
& hear quacking?”

@ “That’s a yamudi. See, the top part is
flat—doesn’t it look it like a duck’s
bill?”

“Oh, now I remember. Every time

I watch Gezai opera, whenever the
main character cries, I often hear this
instrument.”

&

jj In Big Head, you can hear a yamudi!
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i E

“MIMI, do you like the sound of the dizi?”

“Yes! It’s so crisp!”

to learn dizi, but only one classmate was
chosen. He had some really strong qi, which
allowed him to play some beautiful notes.”

“Oh, so to play dizi, you need to know
!’7

qigong, too

3
2
@ “Back in my school days, everyone wanted
2

In the Five Fingers Song, you can hear a dizi.
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the Chinese
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% “Wow—that instrument has such
a gentle sound!”

@ “In the ethnic minorities of
Yunnan, the bawu is used by
young men to court young
women. Pretty romantic, huh!”

ﬂ In Jiang Nan, you can hear a bawu!
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“QQ, listen to this: This is a yangqin.
Doesn’t it sound like a piano?”

“I never thought a yangqin would sound so
clear—it’s beautiful! Last time when our
class held a concert almost everyone played
the piano. Two classmates played the violin,
but nobody played a Chinese instrument.”

“(Sigh) How come none of the children want
to learn Chinese instruments?”

“That’s ok! I’ll learn a few songs. Next time
we have a concert, I’1l definitely stand out.”

ﬂ In Auntie’s Melons, you can hear a yangqin!

L
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“Listen, QQ—the song Little Stool is
played by an erhu.”

% “That little stool sure is lively!”

The erhu is also good for playing sad-
sounding music. I remember this one day,
Grandma was feeling kind of blue. She
was at home, playing the erhu. With the
rain falling outside and the sad sound of
the erhu, even Grandpa felt like crying!

ﬂ In Little Stool, you can hear an erhu!
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S “Grandpa, the pipa sounds a little like a
guitar!”

% “They’re both plucked stringed instruments.
When you pluck upward it’s called pi, when
you pluck downward, it’s called pa.”

@ “I thought they were called pipa because
they look like a loquat.
Pipa also mecans “loquat” in Mandarin

In Lotus, Lotus, When Will You Bloom?,
you can hear a pipa!
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Sanxian

@ “When Grandpa was a boy, every
afternoon down in the tea house
they would have Suzhou-style
performances. One person would

play a sanxian, another a pipa...”

“More ancient history, Grandpa?”

In the Numbers Song, you can
hear a sanxian!

“(Chuckles) Why you little rascal...

=]
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@ “This is a suona. Looks like a morning
glory, doesn’t it?”

% “Uncle Wang’s voice sounds like a
suona when he yells at people, too!”

@ “Heh-heh, it sure does!”

ﬂ In Morning Glory, you can hear a suona!
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“Look QQ—on stage there are some drums
arranged in rows, from big to small.”

% “Hearing the drums makes me want to dance!”
% “(Chuckles) Well, as long as it doesn’t make

you hungry! You can’t eat this paigu!”
Paigu also means “pork chop” in Mandarin.

ﬂ In Little Missy, you can hear the paigu!
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@ “This is a suona. Looks like a
morning glory, doesn’t it?”

% “Uncle Wang’s voice sounds like a
suona when he yells at people, too!”

@ “Heh-heh, it sure does!”

In Morning Glory, you can hear a suona!
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Mimi and the Chinese Orchestra
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Today, Grandpa is taking MIMI to the
“Forever Children’s Songs” concert.

Grandpa says: “Musical instruments
are like people; they have
personalities, too. Today, you’ll hear a
different Chinese instrument featured
in each song.”
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@ “Mimi, do you think the guzheng sounds
like water flowing?”

% “Yeah, it really does. I want to learn
how to play. It makes you look like a
goddess.”

@ “The guzheng is just like the pipa; even
though it doesn’t have such a distinct
personality, you can play almost any
kind of music on it. It can sound tender
or strong, sad or lively.”

In Ring a Ring a Tone, you can
hear a guzheng!
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#E

“Grandpa loves the low tones of the gehu.”

“It’s such a warm sound! I really miss living
with you guys. Grandma would always be
chasing after me, holding a pair of pants...”

& G

ﬂ In Grandma’s Bridge and Little White

Rabbit, you can hear a gehu!

NN
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“Grandpa loves the zhonghu.”

“Grandpa loves to hu*when he plays
Majhong, too!”

“You’re being silly! I said I love the zhonghu.

“Wait—another hu? I’m getting them all
mixed up.”

“Don’t worry! When you hear the name
zhonghu, you can guess that its tonal range

is right in the middle.”

In Mandarin, hu also means “win a round of Majhong”.
In Mandarin, zhong means “middle” or “center”.
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% “Mimi, the pipa can make a number of
different sounds. It can sound slow and
sad, or lively and happy.”

@ “I know, I know: Now you laugh, now
you cry / lift the sedan chair way up
high...”

”& “(Chuckles) Ok, ok. Let’s listen to the
song!”

D In Who Is One, you can hear a pipa!
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“Here comes the little mouse! The banhu
really captures the essence. It sound

like a real live mouse jumping onto the
lampstand.”

9 “The banhu looks a lot like an erhu.”

“But they’re still different. On the banhu,
a thin piece of wood is glued to the sound
box.”

“Oh, no wonder it’s called banhu*.”
*Ban in Mandarin means “board” or “plank”.

D In The Little Mouse, you can hear a banhu!
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@ “(Chuckles) There’s the paigu again.
Have a listen—doesn’t it sound like a
rubber ball bouncing on the floor?”

D In Little Rubber Ball, you can hear a paigu!
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Guanzi

“Hey, what’s that nasal sound?”

to the yamudi, right?
QQ, can you tell the difference between
ping and pen? ”

“This song is like a tongue twister—Ilet’s

@ “That is a Guanzi. It sounds very similar
@ give it a listen!”

y ﬂ In Ping Peng Pen, you can hear a guanzi!
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18

@ “Listen carefully, Mimi—that is the
sound of a ruan xian.”
7) “Ruan Xian? Sounds like somebody’s
¢J name!”
“That’s right. Ruan Xian was a musical
@ genius that lived in ancient times. He
made some modifications to the pipa,
and later generations named the new
instrument Ruan Xian or, simply, Ruan.”

ﬂ In Fly Bugs Fly, you can hear a Ruan!
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< Throat Whistle

=

“What’s that strange sound?”

“It’s a throat whistle. It can imitate the
sound of people talking or singing. It’s
a really special instrument.”

In Bragging Song, you can
hear a throat whistle!
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“One-two-three, one-two-three...QQ, do

55 ASAS

you know how to waltz?

When you accompany a waltz with this
ancient instrument, the sheng, what does it
make you think of ?”

“It reminds me of fireflies flying around!”
“Huh? You’ve seen fireflies before?”

“Of course! On TV.”

“(Sigh) Fireflies and Chinese music are both
disappearing.”

“It’s your fault!” & “My fault?”
“Yeah! You should have introduced me to
Chinese music a long time ago! I didn’t find
out how beautiful it is until today!
“(Chuckles) Is that so?”

D In Firefly, you can hear a sheng!
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Jiang Nan

01.
02.

03.
04.
05.

06.

Pipa / Who Is One? 3'13" 10
Pipa / Lotus, Lotus, When

Will YouBloom? 252 12
Suona / Morning Glory 307 14
Yamudi / Big Head 1'55* 16

Throat Whistle / Bragging Song
2'05" 19

Bawu / Jiang Nan  2'0¢" 20

Grandma’ s Bridge

07. Bawu/Jiang Nan 2'0s°

08. Paigu/ Little Rubber Ball 050"
09. Erhu/Little Stool 133

10. Banhu/ The Little Mouse 303
11. Gehu/Grandma’ s Bridge s'5:°
12. Zhonghu / Tadpoles 2 1"

13. Sheng/ Firefly 221
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14. Guanzi/ Ping Peng Pen 521" 36
15. Yangqin/Auntic’ s Melons 210" 38

Counting Frogs

16. Dizi/ Five Fingers Song 2'20* 41

17.Dagu & Xiaogu / Big Papa Thumb
2'53" 42

=

18. Ruan/Fly Bugs Fly 1

19. Paigu/ Little Rubber Ball 0’59

20. Gu zheng/Ring a Ring a one
2'26"

Numbers Song
21. Suona/ Castle Wall 115

22. Sanxian/ Numbers Song 219"
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70., “When the large drum sounds, how come
the whole floor shakes?”

@ “In ancient times, before an army
attacked, it would first strike the large
drum. Besides boosting the soldiers’
courage, the booming sound would also
scare the army.

“No wonder I can’t sit still. I want to
move with the drumbeat.”

ﬂ In Big Papa Thumb, you can hear a large
drum and small drum!
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